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From the Grand Knight

Brothers,

As we enter the Lenten season many of us are 
thinking about “What we will give up for Lent”. 
While most of us think about what to GIVE UP, 
I am asking for the second year in a row to 
consider what you can GIVE OF YOUR TIME 
to the K of C.  The best way of getting started is 
by attending the next meeting.  There are 
approximately 25 members, your brothers, who 
work together to meet each charitable goal we 
undertake.  It is not an easy task, but it is 
extremely rewarding!  Just a few hours of your 
time each month can make you a part of this.  
Please, those of you who have been away for the 
last few years, please give some serious Lenten 
thought of coming back.  You’ll be glad you did 
and we will be happy to see you.

The Columbian Squires Annual Pancake 
Breakfast is scheduled for Sunday March 25th at 
the Council Hall.  Please see the ad here in the 
chatter or call PGK Kevin Gorman at 516-826-
9889 for details.

Just a reminder the annual dinner dance to 
celebrate our 33rd Anniversary will be held on 
Saturday evening April 23, 2007 at The Galaxie.  
This year we will be honoring our Chaplain 
Deacon Robert O’Donovan for all the hard work 
that he performs for the St. Frances parish, the 
Wantagh community, and our Council. We hope 
to see you at this wonderful affair.  Please see 
the enclosed flyer in the chatter for details.

As always, I thank all my brothers and family 
members for their support and encouragement.  
If I can be of any assistance to you, do not 
hesitate to ask.

Viva Jesu,
Michael Alliksen
Grand Knight

Squires’ Pancake 
Breakfast

Sunday, March 25, 2007

8:30am – 12:30pm
at the Council Hall

$5.00 per Adult, $2.50 per Child
$10.00 per Family of Four

Please come and support our Squires!
For Details Contact: 

Kevin Gorman – 516-826-9889

IMPORTANT!!!

Mohegan Sun Bus Trip

Wednesday, March 14, 2007

Seats are still available!!
Cost: $30.00 per person

Contact: Dick Campbell – 781-2608
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From Our Chaplain

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

I constantly am amazed at how, “Life 
interferes with life.”  Just when you think that you have 
most everything all lined up and ready for you, along 
comes “life” with all of its curves, bumps, mountains 
and valleys.  When Peter Coleman and I spoke about 
February’s Chatter, he suggested that I skip that month 
and perhaps prepare a Lenten message for March’s 
Chatter.  I took his generous offer as I had three –
quarters of my Lenten Message completed and it would 
be ready, on time, for March’s Chatter deadline.  It was 
good for me to have February off; it gave me additional 
time to reflect on the passing of my Mom from earthly 
life to eternal life.  Within my reflections on my Mom, I 
take this time to thank my Brothers and Sisters in the 
Knights for your prayers, your presence, and your 
support.  You may never realize the faith-filled impact 
that so many of you had on my family and me as we 
continue to grieve the loss that we have so profoundly 
experienced.  It is in faith that we find hope in the 
passing of life and faith finds its fulfillment in the 
knowledge of the resurrection and eternal life.  Thank 
you for sharing your faith with us!

With February – now – March’s message 
virtually complete, I awaited our Chatter Editor’s 
friendly reminder that the next deadline approaches.  
Then, “Life interfered with life!”  Filled with 
theological expression and exhortation, my March 
Chatter message lay awaiting its finishing touches 
within my computer files.  Then it happened.

“Life interfered with life!”    
To help you understand this, I must go back in 

time.
When I first received the Sacrament of Holy 

Orders sixteen years ago, I never knew, nor expected, 
the gifts and personal change of life that would follow.  
To become a clergyman to families was so foreign a 
thought that it never ever entered my mind.  But as time 
and life moves on, with so many family milestones 
taking place in church, the celebration of life’s cycles in 
birth, Baptism, First Eucharist, catechesis, 
Confirmation, Marriage, wakes and funerals, it is easy to 
see how life and faith are entwined and faith is life’s 
sustenance.  Within one such family, I had the joy of 
witnessing a number of family marriages and had 
baptized many of their babies (cousins) into the faith.  
Every event was happiness in itself; a celebration of life, 
new and renewed in Christ and in the family, their 
family – their extended family.  

Ash Wednesday ushers Lent into the cycle of 
our lives; the Gospel of the day clearly speaks to us to 
respond to the call to Prayer, Alms Giving, and 
Fasting.  The theology of Lent is upon us.  

That is when my phone rang.  I recognized the 
name(s).  

“Life interferes with life!”   
A family has been shattered, ripped apart, in 

death, now scarred for life.  I did not want to 
comprehend the message.  A truck crosses a divider and 
two additional lines of traffic and hits three cars, all 
from the same family, traveling in caravan.  The first 
vehicle that was hit rolls over twice into a ditch, the 
second is virtually split in half, and the third is hit head 
– on.  Two children, brother age five (5) and sister age 
three (3) properly nestled in their car seats in the 
backseat of the second vehicle, are thrown from the 
impact.  Death is instantaneous.  Life for all is changed.   
The call to me desperately pleads for help.  “Life 
interferes with life!”    Ash Wednesday will never be 
the same.  Lent will never be the same.  Life will 
never…….

The Mother of the children was driving the car, 
Dad was back home working – it was President’s Week, 
a week for going somewhere to celebrate with family.  
All of that changed in an instant.  What do the parents 
do?  The Family?  The Church?  The Parish?  Least of 
all – me?

We enter Lent with a deepening call to Prayer.  
Prayer for little Michael John and Annemarie Irene 
Buttafouco.  Profound prayer for the parents, Lisa and 
Mike.  Healing prayer for all involved in the tragic 
accident.  Hoping prayer for the extended family and 
friends.  Prayer for the parish and community who 
embraced the parents when more than one thousand 
mourners whispered silent heartache and pain of 
condolences to the inconsolable as they tearfully pressed 
their hands into the hands of the parents and then onto 
the twin white caskets placed gently, silently against the 
sanctuary steps of Saint Frances Church, candle sticks 
standing a flickering sentry nearby.  Prayer will never 
be the same.

Without knowing or realizing, the family asked 
for our all.  They ask not from our surplus – how does 
one have a surplus of grief?  They ask not from our 
surplus – for how does one have a surplus of hope?  
They ask not from our surplus, how does one have a 
surplus of faith?  They asked and sought from our very 
essence, our very being, our own brokenness.  A newer 
meaning of Alms-Giving is now a permanent part of 
who we are, who I am.

Mike and Lisa will no longer see their children 
run around the corner of their rooms into their open, 
waiting arms.  The children’s toys remain where they 
were left, no longer played with.  The sights, the smells, 
the voices, squeals, the cries no longer heard.  The 
parents and family will Fast from all this for the rest of 
their own life’s journey here on earth.  This too gives 
greater meaning to Fasting.  Fasting will be different for 
us too.

“Life interferes with life!”   
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No matter our own personal situation, our own 
lot in life, we are asked to follow Christ, be like him and 
be like him to others.  Jesus’ life was changed, changed 
dramatically from life – to death – back to life eternal 
because of how he lived.  Are we willing to have our 
lives change because of how we live?  Some can change 
their lives to Christ on their own, in their own time.  
Others are thrust into new life, unprepared, lost and 
seemingly abandoned.  When that happens, we are 
called to a deeper quicker conversion to Christ for 
ourselves and a compassionate conversion to Christ for 
others.

What will be each of our response when, “Life 
interferes with life?”

Peace and Love,
Deacon Bob

Calendar of Events

March 2007
Mon, Mar 5 –Officer’s Meeting–7:30pm
Tue, Mar 6 – DD Meeting – St. Frances
Mon, Mar 12 -Business Meeting–7:30pm
Wed, Mar 14-Mohegan Sun Bus Trip
Fri, Mar 16 – Nassau Chapter Mtg. –New 

Hyde Park Council
Mon, Mar 19 –6526 Club Meeting–7:30pm
Wed, Mar 21 – 2nd Degree - Memorarie
Sun, Mar 25 –Squires Pancake Breakfast

8:30am-12:30pm – Council Hall
Mon, Mar 26 –Social Meeting –7:30pm
Fri, Mar 30 – 3rd Degree - Memorarie

April 2007
Mon, Apr 2 –Officer’s Meeting –7:30pm
Tue, Apr 3 – DD Meeting - OLI
Mon, Apr 9 -Business Meeting & First 

Degree–7:30pm 
Sun, Apr 15 – Cocktail Party for Joe 

Marsha - Memorarie
Mon, Apr16 –6526 Club Meeting–7:30pm
Fri, Apr 20 – Nassau Chapter Mtg – Floral 

Park
Sat, Apr 21- Anniversary Dinner Dance –

Honoring Deacon Bob 
Mon, Apr 23 –Social Meeting –7:30pm
Wed, Apr 25 – 4th Degree Memorial Mass 

– St. Agnes Cathedral
Sat, Apr 28 – Nassau Chapter Charity 

Ball – Honoring Tim Jaccard

Reserve This Date

Saturday, April 28st

Nassau Chapter Ball

Honoring Our Own
Tim Jaccard

At

The Plattdeutche
For Additional Information Call:

Ed Ciulla – 516-826-9554
Tom Casey – 526-783-9313

A Prayer to Padre Pio
Submitted By: Ken Iadarola

Beloved Padre Pio, today I come to add my 
prayer to the thousands of prayers offered to you 
every day by those who love and venerate you.  They 
ask for cures and healings, earthly and spiritual 
blessings, and peace for the body and mind.  And 
because of your friendship with the Lord, he heals 
those you ask to be healed, and forgives those you 
forgive.  

Through you visible wounds of the Cross, 
which you bore for 50 years, you were chosen in our 
time to glorify the crucified Jesus.  Because the 
Cross has been replaced by other symbols, please 
help us to bring it back in our midst, for we 
acknowledge it is the only true sign of salvation.  As 
we lovingly recall the wounds that pierced your 
hands, feet, and side, we not only remember the 
blood you shed in pain, but your smile, and the 
invisible halo of sweet smelling flowers that 
surrounded your presence, the perfume of sanctity.  

Padre Pio, may the healings of the sick 
become the testimony that the Lord has invited you 
to join the holy company of Saints.  In your 
kindness, please help me with my own request: 
(petition and sign of cross).  Bless me and my loved 
ones.  In the name of the Father, the Son and the 
Holy Spirit.  Amen.
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Those in Need of Our Prayers
Submitted During the Month of February 

Sick or in Distress:
Gloria Affilitto Annmarie Merendino 
John Sawula, PGK Tony Genduso
Margie Sorrentino Rose Milone
Fr. Steve Hannafin Vincent LoBiando
Bill Maher Carl Tagariello
D. Kilanicos Jo Locasio
Yolanda Cozzi Lauren Hart
John Casey

Michael John and Annemarie Irene Buttafouco
The unborn 

Armed Forces Wounded in Afghanistan and Iraq

Deceased and their Families:
Mike Affilitto, PGK

Aldo Scavino, PGK Patrick Kitson, PGK
Anthony La Trace Orlando Buonocore
Mike Recchia Bridget Reccia
Jack DeFoire The Unborn

Armed Forces Killed in Afghanistan and Iraq

Officers for the 2006-2007 Columbian Year

Grand Knight – Michael Alliksen (516) 796-6917
Deputy GK – Charles Dawson (516) 781-9610
Chancellor – George Winkler (516) 221-4980
Warden – Michael Patti (516) 797-8254
Recorder – Peter Coleman (516) 796-1350
Inside Guard – Angelo Locascio (516) 783-6188
Outside Guard – William Brust (516) 826-7095
Outside Guard – Kevin Hoffman (516) 781-6958
Advocate – Anthony Ciccotto (516) 826-2516
Financial Sectry- Peter O’Connor (516) 783-7448
Treasurer – Edward Ciulla (516) 826-9554
Trustee – Thomas Kinally (516) 826-3407
Trustee – Thomas Casey (516) 783-9313
Trustee – Charles Buonocore (516) 735-9277
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